Energy matters enougn
to force smart solutions

Heat networks in local energy

centres are the

foundations of future supply, says Alastair Martin

‘ here wonthe
‘. 1 l blackouts™
announceda

recent headline. Whatever next?
Perhaps “wind farms working
quite well” or "apple ple ‘nice’,
srientists confirm’”,

Electriclty is iImportant. Being
trapped in a lift by a power cut is

Ilinfurlatlng: butfailing to power

| & hospital - or your economy - is

" reckdess. Have we gone from pan-
Lo to complacency in one step?

The Scottish Government's
newly-published draft enerey
sirategy mentions supply secu-
rity just three times in 75 pages,
while the UK government's 100
pages on smart, fexible energy
systems include five instarces
of the termm. To be fair, electricity
security comes under reserved
powers, and Westminster pro-
duces enough paperwork onthe
subject tofuel a power station.

This winter, the UK flagship
energy seciirity policy - the
Capacity Market—committed
another EL6 billion of bill-pay-
£rs' money toan ecumenical mix
of perwer stations and Gexdble
deémand to keep Britain's lights
of. Inthat goal, the Capacity
Market will succesd.

Butirs asingle-issue policy,
and such things are terrible at
strategy. We use far more heat
than electricity. But the Capacity
Market's new power stations will
throw away more heat than they
produce inelectricity. That's not
S0 SIMAL

This 1z where Scotiand could
score, While Westminster's con-
sultation uses the word “com-
munity” three tmes, the Scottish
energy strategy ghves it 33 men-
tons The community s where
heat and elactricity meet, in the
networks of insulated hotwater
pipes that are gradually belng
connected to homes and busl-

nesses in most of Scotland’s
cites,

Heat netwiorks are the foun-
dations of future energy sup-
ply- s now commonplace ta
burn natural gas in a power
generator within s local ener-
£y centre. Instead of blowing
the inevitable leftover heat
into the sky, it goes into the
network That's your basic
combined heatand power
[CHP) installation. lts natural
home is n the commumity,
0 its welcome that Holy-
rood has priodtised commu-
nity ownership for energy
FESOLIPORS.

Scotland's food and drink
industry is a source of great
pride—and of huge amounts
of energy-rich waste, which
can become biogas, which
can become electricity and
heat. [fthere's no need for
either, the biogas can now be
fed into gos mains, Commil-
nity energy schemes join all
thistogether.

At Flesdrricity, we've never
seern a conflict between secu-
rity, affordability and cutting
emissions. We've also never
seen & problem with using
efectricity to decarbonlse
heating and rransport. You
Just nead Gesdbility.

This iswhat we've builtup
over & decade: a portfolio of
flexible generators and elec-
tricity users of all typesand
slzes, balancing supply and
demand round the clock from
our Edinburgh control room,

Huofyrood's energy strategy
and Westminster's flexibil-
ity review are both positive
moves, But its communities
whowill deliver.

@ Dr Alastair Martin, fownder
and chief strategy afficer, Flex-
frricity, Edinburgh



